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SANDWICH ISLANDS. 


At page 566, we published a letter from the Rev. Mr. 
Stewart, dated August 29, 1825, in which he referred to 
letters which had been previously sent, giving a more par- 
ticular account of the declining health of Mrs. Stewart. 
The New-York Religious Chronicle contains the follow- 
ing extract of a letter from Mr. S. dated August 12th, re- 
lating to the same subject. 

As you will have been apprised by former comn- 
munications of the extreme illness of your friend 
Harriet, your first deswve will be to know what her 
present state may be. Though nearly three 
months have passed since the date of our last let- 
ters, little or no change has taken place ; our hopes 
and our fears have been kept in the same painful 
alternation, though there bas been a period of 
some days, within that time, when the forme: 
gave place entirely to the Jatter, and we waited 
only to see her sleep the sleep of death. When 
she was landed from the Biond, on our retarn 
from Hawai, six weeks since, no one thought she 
could survive a week. Indeed Lord Byron has 
iened his depaiture from that island, by ten days 
or a fortnight, lest she should not live to see her 
children, if he pursued his original plan, in visiting 
the Windward Islands. Previous to this the Phy- 
sicians had strongly recommended an immediate 
trial of a colder climate, as a last resource, and 
preparations were making for our leaving the Isl- 
ads in the Frigate, on our way to America. But 
then they, as well as Lord Byron, were fully satis- 
fied that she was too far gone to make the attempt. 
Since the departure of the Blond, however, she 
has gained some strength, and in some respects 
seems better, but notto a degree to give us any 
hope in this climete. A voyage, and the bracing 
influence of a more northern country, might pos- 
sibly save her. But this is very doubtful, though 
if she remains in her present state long, and an op- 
portunity offers, I think it most probable I shall 
embark with our little fainily, ia hopes of saving 
them the sorrow of an early orphanage. On this 
point, however, every thing is too uncertain to say 
much, even if we had itin our power. Our hope, 
our daily prayer, and our hearts desire, is that she 
may be restored to her family and the mission 
here, and be permitted once more, at our chosen 
and delightful station at Lahinah, to inculcate by 
her bright example and precept the virtues of 
Christianity ,and declare the boundless blessings 
of salvation to the dark beings in whom she is so 
deeply interested. Much as we love you all, 
sweet as the remembrance of past joys with you 

are, happy asthe vision of country, home, and 


of the sea to revisit you, with sorrow, with sighing, 
and with tears, with a depression and aching of 
heart, far surpassing any thing we knew on the 
19th Nov, 1822; not ov account of the afflictions 
of our family, but because this grace would be de- 
nied us, of teaching and preaching the unsearcha- 
ble riches of Christ to the Geutiles. Our embark- 
ation from the Island of Hawaiis a circumstance 
which I devoutly hope I may not be speedily in 
duty called to experience. The bare possibility 
of never being permitted again to enter on the ap- 
propriate and active duties of our residence here, 
makes our little cottage at Mauwi, with the socie- 
ty of our beloved Mr. and Mrs. Richards, and our 
field of usefulness with all its rudeness, look like 
the bower of Eden, in comparison with any other 
situation the wide world can offer. But, you will 
inquire, what is Harriet’s disease? A question I 
believe [ have answered in no one of my commu- 
nications. Aud I have not answered it, only be- 
cause [ could not. No one knows, She can nei- 
ther sit, stand, or walk ; and is reduced to the mer- 
est skeleton without any defined or known disor- 
der. The great danger now, is, that her lungs 
will become affected, and she be hurried off by a 
rajrid consumption. From this danger a voyage 
inight save her, and this is one reason why a voy- 
age is recommended. Her spirits are generally 
good, and her frame of mind uninterruptedly se- 
reve and happy. However different in person, 
she is not less cheerful, mild, and submissive, than 
you have known her to be, in the bloom of health 
and youth, waiting without anxiety or impatience, 
a further disclosure of the will of her Father. For 
the disclosure of that will, whatever it may be, I 
believe her to be fully prepared. She has a good 
hope, through grace, of inheriting eternal life ; and 
can trust the safety of her soul, with confidence on 
the atonement and intercession of Jesus Christ, be- 
lieving that he of God is made unto ber wisdom, 
righteousness, sanctification and redemption. For 
the sake of her children, she may desire to be 
spared, but she surrenders herself cheerfully into 
the hands of eternal wisdom and mercy, and would 
hold herself in readiness to live and labor, or to 
suffer and to die, as seemeth good in his sight. If 
called to mourn, we sball not mourn as those that 
have no hope. 





CHEROKEE NATION, 


In our paper of last week, we gave some account of an 
address delivered at a Missionary meeting, in Charleston, 
3. C. by Elias Boudinot, a young Cherokee, setting forth 
the advantages that would result to his natiop; and those 





around them, from the establishmeat of an Academy an@ 
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640 Cherokee Nation. 


a Printing Press among them. We learn by the New- 
York papers, that Boudinot has since arrived in that city, 
and that he is regularly commissioned by the nation to ac- 
cowplish this object. He has letters from Mr. Evarts, the 
Secretary of the American Board, and other gentlemen 
of respectability. “That the Cherokees are prepared, 
(says the Observer,) for the improvements which they 
propose, will appear from the following letter, recently 
addressed to the Rev. Mr. Mortimer, of the Moravian 
church in this city, by the Rev. Mr. Steiner of Salem, N. 
C. who was intimately acquainted with the Cherokees 
Many years since, and is perhaps better able to judge of 
their progress in civilization than any man now living.” 


I am somewhat acquainted with the Cherokee 
nation, having been among them seven tines for 
longer or shorter periods. When I came first 
among them, in the year 1799, I thought I saw 
the most civilized Indians I ever had beheld ; but 
that was nothing to what I witnessed in the year 
1819, when I was there the last time, after a long 
absence from that country, I was astonished and 
agreeably surprised to behold the great improve- 
ments they had made in all respects in civilized 
life. A spirit pervades the nation for amelioration, 
and in pursuit of economical and intellectual i a- 
provements and attainments. The missionary es- 
tablishments and schools among them have great- 
ly contributed to the improved state in which they 
now are, and the schools are much attended by the 
younger part of the nation of both sexes. In the 
schools, English reading, writing, and some arit)- 
metic, are taught, together with the memorizing of 
portions of the New Testament and spiritual 
hymns. Some of the scholars are also taught the 

nglish grammar, and some geography. I have 
no doubt that in a generation or two the English 
language will prevail. Some have receivéd in- 
struction in higher grades of learning, with whom 

ou can discourse rationally on most subjects. 

The wish of the leading men in the nation, now is, 
to have an academy or seminary of learning among 
them, in which their youths can be instructed, and 
furthered more in acquisitions, than what they can 
obtain in common schools. Could it be establish- 
ed on a sure foundation, it would be a great acqui- 
sition to the gation. With this is connected their 
desire of having a printing establishment, and con- 
sequently a press among them for the better dis- 
semination of general knowledge, and also diffu- 
sion of the rules, regulations, and laws of the coun- 
try into every house. 

Pheir deliberations are not carried cn like those of 
most Indian tribes. They meet annually in Octo- 
ber at the seat of government (Newtown) in coun- 
cil. The deliberations of their government are 
conducted in two houses, The one called the 
National Committee, is elective, and consists chief- 
ly of half-breeds, who are well informed, speak the 
E fluently, have had an English education, 
and are acquainted with the constitution and gov- 
ernment of the United States; the other called the 
Council, consists of the chiefs of the nation, some 
of whom, indeed, are unacquainted with the Fn- 

lish language, as they are chiefly old men. Both 

uses sit apart; and their resolutions must be as. 
sented to and ratified by both houses, before they 
can have any effect. They have‘of late made 
their Jaws to agree with those of the United States 
eneraliy, as far as practicable. Besides which, 
hey have a Clerk’s Office, where all documents, 
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laws, er ong. &c. are put on file and preserv- 
ed, as all is now transacted in writing in the English 
language. They have also a National Treasury 
and Treasurer, who renders an annual account to 
the assembled council. The present treasurer is 
our Brother, Charles H. Hicks. 

I am personally acquainted with many of the 
leading characters And others of the Cherokees. 
John Ross is President of the National Commit- 
tee. He is a quarter of an Indian, a well informed 
and bright man. He lives at Rossville, not far 
from Brainerd, and is postmaster there. Major 
Ridge is national Speaker. He is a full Cherokee, 
has little knowledge of the English language, but 
has otherwise an informed and expansive mind. 
He is well known at Washington, where he has 
been repeatedly. He has also been at Cornwall, 
Conn. where his son, John Ridge, was educated. 
Fe had a Major’s commission of the United States, 
and distinguished himself favorably in the war 
against the hostile Creeks. His wife is a member 
of Brother Gambold’s church. Pathkiller, the 
principal chief, is an old full Cherokee. He is 
sensible enough, but wedded rather too much, to 
old prejudices. His office as principal chief is but 
nominal, but all deference is paid him, as to an 
old chief. The next to him, but who performs all 
the duties of the principal chief, is Charles R. 
Hicks. He is a half Cherokee, and in his youth 
had some education in South Carolina. He has 
since stored his mind with much useful knowledge, 
partly having free access to persons of conse- 
quence by reason of his moral conduct, and with 
the officers of government, and partly by reading ; 
and he has himself a choice little library. It is to 
be lamented that he cannot. go more frequently 
abroad, as he suffers much. with issues from his 
lame leg. Both he and his wife belong to the 
church at Springplace. A. M’Coy, clerk of the 
National Committee, not a thorough Indian, is 
known to me as a well informed and moral man. 
Elias Boudinot, clerk of the Council is a full 
Cherokee. He has been at Cornwall, Conn. for 
his education, and, as report says, has made good 
use of his time. I am not personally acquainted 
with him, but am better acquainted with his father 
Caty, and with his mother, neither of whom speak 
English. ‘The mother is a member of the church 
of the Rev. Mr. Gambold. Boudinot, I think, is 
a member of the church at Brainerd. I could enu- 
merate many more of worthy characters among 
the Cherokees. 

You may infer their thirst for information from 
the fact, that they sometime ago instituted a Li- 
brary Society, of which John Ross is President. 

Many of their plantations and buildings are in 
as good order as those of the common farmers of 
our country. Brother Hicks informs me, that they 
have resolved to send abroad Elias Boudinot, and 
Richard Fields, to solicit donations of the benevo- 
lent for the purpose of enabling them to execute 
their resolve concerning a National Academy, and 
ihe establishment of a printing office with press 
and types. Should they or either of them come 
to your city, let me be allowed to recommend them 
or him to your kind patronage, and to that of the 
Rev. Mr. Schaeffer. It will be a good work done 
towards the emancipation frou darkness to light. 

The following isa copy of the resolutions of the Nation- 


al Committee and Council of the Cherokees in relation 
to the establishment of an Academy and printing office. 
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Resolved, By the National Committee and 
Council, that an agent or agents shall be appoin- 
ted, to solicit and receive donations in money from 
individuals or societies through the United States, 
for the purpose of establishing and supporting a 
National Academy, and for procuring two sets of 
types and a press for a printing office, to be estab- 
lished at Newtown, in the Cherokee nation; one 
set of types to be composed of English letters, the 
other of Cherokee characters, the invention of 
George Guys, a Cherokee. 

Be i: further resolved, that the Treasurer be and 
he is hereby authorized to apply 1500 dollars out 
of the public funds towards the objects herein spe- 
cified. And in case that the agent or agents are 
successful in obtaining donations sufficient to pur- 
chase the requisite types and press, the Treasurer 
is further authorized to make the purchase as soon 
as circumstances will perinit. In the meantime, 
the Treasurer is hereby required to opev a corres 
pondence with such person or persons of some of 
the eastern cities as may be capable of giving cor- 
rect information relative to the sum for which the 
two sets of types and press cun be purchased ; and 
the National Committee and Council hereby ap- 
poiot Elias Boudinot as agent to solicit and re 
ceive dovations for the objects herein specified. 
And further, the Treasurer is hereby authorized to 
appoint other ageut o1 agents, if in his judgment it 
may hereafter be deemed expedient. 

Joun Ross, President of National Com. 
his 

Co.ucurred by the Council, Mason 94 Riper, 

Speaker. mark. 
his 

Patu >< Kiccer. 

mark. 
Cus. R. Hicks. 
A. M’Coy, Clerk for National Commiiice. 
Elias Boudimot, Clerk for Council. 
-Vewlown, 15th October, 1825. 
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From “ Religious Scenes” by Rev. Sumuel Nott, Jr, 


Approved, 





THE SPREADING GOSPEL. 


Go ye therefore and teach all nations,—Matt. xxviii, 19. 


Biessed be the Lord who daily loadeth us with 
benetits, that tn our time there are so many obedi- 
ent to his command, and that our eyes are opened 
to see the blessed scene— now that many are run- 
ning to and fro with the good news of salvation, 
and that Anowledye is increasing. 

It is the Lord Jesus who gave this command ; 
who spreads out this scene before your eves: a 
scene becoming daily more glorious, Well do | 
remember how the first glimpse of that scene, just 
beginning to be spread out, met my own early 
childhood, when my father first told me that a ship 
had gone half around the world to publish the glad 
tidings of the gospel to the miserable natives of 
the islands of the Southern Ocean, and that io 
Britain, thousands had brought forward their alms 
and offered up their prayers, that those miserable 
islanders might be turned from their idols ; repent 
of all their evil deeds; no more murder their little 
children, but bring them up in the nurture Pad ad- 
monition of the Lord. Ever since that day, now 


The S preading Gospel. 


Al 


and the number of those who run to and fro has 
been greatly increased. 

Behold the scene! At home, a widening and 
brightening increase of Christian charity, See ia 
your own neighborhood, see within your own door, 
}its lovely movements ; and notice its increasing’ 
power. See the poor as well as the rich, the lit- 
tle children with their parents and grand parents, 
sending abroad their little and their larger alms, 
aud sending up their prayers to heaven that the 
gospel may be published among all nations. See 
the active socie‘ies receiving and spreading abroad 
the charity of Christians—the store-houses filled 
with Bibles and tacts, and multitudes departing 
laden with the precious gospel, and having their 
winds filled with the heavenly purpose of bearing 
itamong all the families of the world. 

Behold the scene abroad! Look toward the 
north! Yonder, far beyond the hills, ou the ice- 
bound coast of the northern seas, are the Moravi- 
ans, the meek and fanhful servanis of the Lord; 
preaching to the poor Esquimaux and Greenlan- 
ders salvation by Jesus Christ; shedding the light 
of the gospel upon their miseraole hurts, aud cheer- 
ing ther long winter with the hope of heaven. 

Lovk tothe south. Behold the islands of the 
southern ocean. Near thirty years ago, the ship 
Duff carned the missionaries of Jesus Christ to 
those sin polluted islands. ‘That ship was bought 
and freighted, aod spread its wings that it might 
fly with the everlasting gospel. How richly laden 
with that heavenly treasure! What av angel of 
mercy flying with glad tidings! Month after 
month the ship is borne upon the deep, until at 
last the cry of land is heard and the ministers of 
Jesus look upon the dwelling-place of base idola- 
tors, and there are brought to their desired haven, 
and make their home among a people of Strange 
language and abominable sins—a people who mur- 
dered their children, and piled together, in honor 
of their kings, whole heaps of the eyes of men! 
Oh, it was too base a people to desire and love the 
pure and holy gospel. 

But the messengers of Christ quit the ship and 
establish ther habitations there ; and for years, ad- 
vancing and retreating, suffering and dying, cast 
own but not destroyed, thev ceas. not to proclaim 
heir despised and rejected message. 

And how altered now! Now that the blood- 
stained Areoys are broken down—now that the 
mother’s hands are washed from her children’s 
biood, and her hard heart softened—now that the 
idol gods are burned in the fire, and the God of 
hosts is worshipped in every family—nouw that 
Christian churches gather in a converted and pi- 
ous people—now that the Holy Supper fixes all 
hearts on the death of Jesus of Nazareth, aud that 
every seventh sun reminds them of his glorious 
resurrectiop—now that sabbaths overspread those 
once unboly islands with the worship, and the 
peace, and the glory of heaven—now that the 
svinpbony of their prayer and praise ascends up 
to God, and now that he comes down to commune 
with his beloved people; Oh, Jesus is the sove- 
reign there, and receives the willing obedience of 
his loving subjects; while all anroad, many run to 
and fro to spread the knowledge of his saving word. 
Surely the solitary place is giad; and the desert 
rejoices and blossoms as the rose, and rejoices eve 








near thirty years ago, there has been a more ready 
and general obedience to our Lord's command, | 


eu with joy and singing ; for they see the glory of 
the Lord, and the excellency of our God. 
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Look westward! Yonder, in the depths of that 
wilderness from which we have redeemed our cul- 
tivated and fertile border, far beyond the moun- 
tains and the rivers, the poor Indians are now 
roaming with their bow and their tomahawk. But 
Kxsok ! in that wilderness there are cultivated fields, 
and the church of Jesus Christ is stretching forth 
the curtains of her habitation. Elliot, and Brain- 
er, and Harmony, and Dwight, and Union, are 
the seats of Christian instruction. There the In- 
dian hunters may be seen coming up from the for- 
est, bringing their little children to be taught the 
lessons of the kingdom of heaven ; bringing them 
to Jesus that he would take them in his arms and 
bless them: Nay, there may the bunters and war- 
riors be seen changing their wild and savage hab- 
its; living in settled and quiet dwelling-places, 
turning their families into schools for heaven, re- 
joicing in Sabbaths and the house of God, and liv- 
ing and dying iv the hope of heaven. Here also 
the solitary place is glad, and the desert rejoices 
and blossoms as the rose; yea, rejoices even with 
joy and singing—for they see the glury of the Lord 
and the excellency of our God. 

Cast your eyes eastward, from whence the sun 
comes daily to chase the daikness away, and to 
enlighten and cheer the habitations of men. As 
he rises every morving upon you, be is pouring 
his mid-day and bis eveving rays upon lands buri- 
ed in the darkness of sin; lands ov which the Sun 
of righteousness shineth not. Yes, as the morning 
rises upon you, he is shedding down his noontide 
beat on miserable Africa, and sending his evening 
rays across pagan India and China, shedding his 
soft light upon the clouds which adorn their eve- 
ning sky. 

But look ‘again on Africa. There is a sacred 
spat, the dwelling-place of righteousness ; called 
by one who lately visited it, the holiest spot on 
earth. It is the abode of poor negroes, lately torn 
by cruel hands from their pagan homes ; prisoned 
on the ocean ; audi doomed by Christless Christians 
to the life of slaves. But in their prison on the 
ocean, the Father of all saw them, and sent tbem 
redemption from their captivity, gave them the 
dwelling-place of freedom, and poured upon their 
new and goodly heritage the light of the Sun of 
righteousness. There, salvation through Jesus 
Christ has been proclaimed and joyfully received ; 
there, multitudes have been baptized in the name 
of Father, Son, and Spirit. There they have, re- 
penting and rejoicing, partaken of the Lord’s sup- 
per ; and there the sabbath shines in heavenly glo- 
ry ; and from day to day, the love of God, commu- 
ning with ignorant and sinful men, brings heaven 
down to their holy habitations and makes the 
homes of redeemed slaves to be the house of God 
and the gate of heaven. ~ 
_ Passing over surrounding villages ail blessed, 
Jook southward from Regeut’s Town, among the 
kraals of the filthy and stupid Hottentots. See 
now their cleanly persons, their active minds, their 
industrious habits, and all the order and beauty of 
the Christian villages, and listen to their prayer 
and praise. On Southern Africa the light of the 
Sabbath shives ; the joys of heaven revive the kraals 
of the Hotientots, and the light of salvation is shed 
abroad from their hills af Zion. A converted Hot- 
tentot said, at a meeting of the Hottentots— 
“We are all Hottentots, We never had a 
house, we never were considered as human 
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beings, we never were allowed to look into a far- 
mer’s house ; but to-day we are sitting together in 
a large white house (the place of worship.) We 
never had a waggon, and now there are more than 
twenty waggons at Bethelsdorp belonging to us 
Hottentots. Look at the women, they never had 
any decent clothes; now you see them sitting 
among us in white and various colours. We nev- 
er had the honour of knowing any thing of God 
or his word; but now we can read and write; and 
the greatest thing which God has favoured us with, 
is his sending, to us poor Hottentots, his servants 
who daily explain to us his holy word.” Then 
with nany tears he cried out, “ Is not this altogeth- 
er the grace of God! the love of God! the mercy 
of God! Men, brethren, Hottentots, praise the 
Lord,’”* 

Carry now your thoughts eastward still, far be- 
yond the countries of Negroes and Hottentots ; be- 
hold the millions of Pagans bowing down to stocks 
and stones, in India, Burmah, China, and in all 
the surrounding countries. Even there, see; the 
company of those who publish the word is great 
and increasing, the Bible has been translated into 
many languages, and has been read by tens of 
thousands of the people ; tracts concerning Jesus 
Christ have been scattered ; thousands of children 
are gathered into Christian schools; at Serampore, 
at Cutwa, at Rangoon, and in many other places, 
men and women have turned from their idols, sor- 
rowed for their sins, and yielded up their hearts to 
the Saviour Jesus. The Sun of righteonsness is 
approaching to rise on those benighted lands, and 
the dawning light appears. As he rises, the dark- 
ness will vanish, and India, and Burmah, and Chi- 
na, and all the surrounding countries will be-full 
of light. 

Yes, the world will soon be full of light. He 
who gave the word will spread it all abroad. The 
isles are waiting for his law. Ethiopia is stretch- 
ing out her hand to God—al] nations are hasten- 
ing to be blessed: Behold hy the eye of faith the 
men of al! the earth worshipping before the Lord 
their Maker. Hark! the nations are glad and 
sing for joy ; for God shall judge the people right- 
eously, and govern the nations upon earth. Then 
shall they beat their swords into ploughshares, and 
their spears into pruning-hooks ; nation shall not 
lift up sword against nation, neither shall they 
learn war any more. 

“ The tribes of men will be the Lord's, 
And earth his wide and fair abode, 


The sun in all his daily course 
Shine only on the sons of God.” 


THE FAMILY BiBLE. 

“ Shall we send off our new Family Bible witli 
the otker furniture ?” said Mr. Olney to his wife, 
when they were packing up several household ar- 
ticles, which their reduced circumstances compel- 
led them to dispose of at public auction. Mrs Ol- 
ney started with some alarm at the question, her 
cheek reddened, her eyes moistened, and she look- 
ed at her husband with that expression of mingled 
doubt and confidence, which we feel, when a friend 
whom we love lets fall a careless but cutting re- 
mark. @* Did I not know, Mr. Olney, (slie replied.) 
that however gay and elastic your spirits usually 
are, you never are in the habit of jesting on ser!- 








* Report of London Missionary Society, May, 1810. 
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ous subjects, I should suspect you now, not only of 
trifling with my feelings, but also of really sport- 
ing with sacred things.” “I repeat the question, 
thea, my dear, (said he,) and assure you that Iam 
in earnest. Nothing but the distress of our circum: 
stances could compel me to suggest the proposal.” 
Mrs. Olney said nothing, but taking a small pair 
of golden pendants from her ears, which were set 
with brilliant pearl, and had adorned her better 
days, she went to her husband, smiled, and out her 
only remaining jewels into his hand. She then 
carried away in triumph the Bible, which she pla- 
ced, after kissing it, with something like an air of 
affection, into a trunk, among a few indispensable 
articles which she was about to reserve, 

Their course of life henceforward became chan- 
ged from what it formerly had been. They expe- 
rienced a total reverse. There were some frieuds, 
it is true, who were, if possible, drawn still closer 
to them by this adversity, But the larger portion 
of their acquaintauces gradually avoided and for 
got them. 

In proportion as Mr. and Mrs. Olney became 
abstracted from the rich and fashionable world, 
they were compelled to seek for resources of felic- 
ity within themselves, In their brightest days, re- 
ligion had never been swallowed up by “the de- 
ceitfulness of life.” It had already served to mel- 
low and subdue the brilliancy which glistened from 
the sunshine of the world, Now that that sun- 
shine had gone down, there still beained within 
their hearts the same religion, like the evening 
star, which only seems to glow more intensely, from 
the comparative darkness around them. 

Their days are now passed in labor. Instead 
of those benevolent projects, those charitable vis- 
its, those festive assemblies, and that idle busy rou- 
tine, with which their time was formerly measur- 
ed and filled up, they were employed in mianual 
industry. But they were as happy as they were 
industrious. One evening when they were cou- 
versing on the many resources which even the 
humbleness of theif present st'uation allowed them 
for happiness, Mr. Olney exclaimed, “ But for the 
best and richest of all our comforts, Mrs. Olney, 
we are indebted to your care and providence.” 
“* Explain yourself, Mr. Olney” said she. “ Why, 
(replied he,) have we, or can we have a greate: 
pleasure on earth, than we derive from our daily 
and punctual task of perusing a portion of the ho- 
ly scriptures? When engaged over that sacred 
page, what a contrast does the employment pre- 
sent to our Occupations abroad 2? "There, all is tu- 
mult, hurry, noise. Here, all is peace, calmness, 
joy. In the world, we see ingny examples of folly 
and wickedness, by the influence of which we are 
constantly liable to be corrupted. In the Bible 
we see treasures of heavenly wisdom, which so far 
from disgusting or making us degenerate, impart 
both to our intellects and hearts a delightful charm, 
and resist as | hope, the contaminating influeuce 
to which we are exposed. How many times have 
I been able to subdue a temptation, by the recol- 
lection of some forcible precept which T had read 
inthe morning. How often have [ been cheered 
and sustained in my weary toil, by the thought of 
the single hour which I should pass iv the evening 
either in reading that holy book, or pursuing those 
silent meditations, ov jeining with you in that 
sweet converse, which its sublime truths and doc- 
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most valuable blessings?” The eyes of Mrs. Ol- 
ney dropped, as she heard this sincere and well 
merited praise. Her heart throbbed with so much 
pleasure at listening to commendations from one, 
whom she had every reason to cherish aud :espect, 
that she began to grow alarmed at her almost ex- 
ulting self-complacency, which she checke! imme- 
diately by the following reply ; “ Rather, Mr. Ol- 
ney, let us look up to a higher source for whatev- 
er comforts and blessings we are at present evjoy- 
ing.” They kneeled and joined in their evening 
devotions. 

On thé next day, when ber husband hed depar- 
ted for the scene of his daily employments, she was 
compelled for some reason or other, to chide a fine 
little daughter, who seldom gave her parents 
cause of anger or regret. It had hitherto been her 
custom, to reward the virtues of her young family, 
by allowing them to amuse themselves over the 
plates in the family Bible. The girl just mention- 
ed, was therefore punished for her misdcmeanor by 
an exclusion from the amusement during that Way. 
She received the punishment with sorrow, rather 
because it was an expression of her mother’s dis- 
pleasure, than for the sake of the trifling disap- 
pointinént which she had incurred. For that very 
reason, however, so long as the exclusion lasted, 
so long she felt unhappy ; and while her brothers 
and sisters were engaged in admiring some new 
picture which they had never happened to see be- 
fore, or in tracing the history of another. or eager- 
ly pointing out new beauties in another, perhaps 
for the hundredth time; our little culprit could not 
longer endure her state of condemnation, but go- 
ing with tears in her eyes to her mother, said, “I 
remember, mother, that you told father what an 
excellent command you thought that one was, 
which he read this morning. Let not the sun go 
down upon thy wrath, And when I asked you 
what wrath was, you said it was aiiger, and told 
me always to observe thecommand. Now, moth- 
er, I will confess I was a little angry, though I had 
no right to be, for not being permitted to look over 
the pictures in the Bible; but I forgot it a good 
while ago, because you told me to obey the com- 
inand, Now do, dear mother, do the same asf 
have done, and forgive me before the sua goes 
down, since I am very sorry for my fauit.” The 
enraptured mother, as she clasped her child to her 
bosom, exclaimed, [ do forgive you, my daughter, 
lifted up her eves to heaven, and silent!y breathed 
out her gratitude, that in her distress she had had 
it in her heart to sacrifice a pair of paltry jewels, 
to procure a treasure, Which she was every day 
experiencing, in most unexpected ways, tu be in- 
deed of great price. 

Many years did not elapse, before new and un- 
foreseen events restored this huinble, peaceable, 
happy family, to the prosperity and splendor 4). wad 
once enjoyed. Their trials bod wot been inilieted 
on them in vain, Frey had learnt a Jesson of re- 
ligjon, and especially they felt with so strong a 
force the valne of the word of God, that they could 
not contemplate their late adversity with the least 
emotions of regret. They still continued the dai- 
ly practice of reading a portion of its conteats ; the 
character of every member of the f.rni!y in conse- 
quence received a higher tone of elevstion, was 
imbued with more seriousness, and enjoyed a rich- 
er calm, than the influences of any other book 





trines suggested! Did I go then too far in pro- 
houncing vou to be the immediate author of our 
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When Mrs. Olney was attacked with her last 
illness, she was one day so restless and agitated, 
that no anodyne could soothe her to repose. ‘The 
physician who was called, declared, “She has a 
fever which I cannot allay.” Her afflicted hus. 
band was unceasingly desiring her to inform him 
what could be done to afford her ease. But she 
knew not how to satisfy him. While the whole 
family with their friends were thus involved in ag 
ony and apprehension, the daughter of whom we 
have just related a juvenile anecdote, and who had 
now arrived at the age of full discretion, silently 
went to the table, and taking the family Bible, sat 
by her mother’s bed side. She asked her no ques- 
tion, she only caught her eye; that eye appeared 
to say, you: are the best physician, my daughter, 
She opened at the 15th chapter of the first epistle 
to the Corinthians, at the middle of which she be- 
gan, and read in an audible voice till she arrived at 
the fifty-fifth verse. She was about to proceed, 
when her dying mother caught bold of her arm, 
and said, “Stop, my daughter, let me repeat the 
next verse; O death, where is thy sting ? O grave, 
where is thy victory?” In a few minutes she 
calmly expired. 

The daughter who bore so conspicuous a part in 
this interesting scene, is now in possession of her 
mother’s Bible, and what with the impressive recol. 
lections connected with that event, together with 
the unutterable value of the book itself, and the 
pleasure of following her mother’s example, in all 
that relates to it, she estimates “the family Bible” 
- rg than the rest of the portion which fell to 

er lot. 





EULOGY. 


The following eulogy was pronounced at the funeral 
of Cadet R. A. Wikoff, of Opelousas, Louisiana, who di 
ed at the Military Academy in Middletown, Conn. Feb. 
13, 1826 ;--by the Rev. W. Colton, Chaplain to the Acad- 
emy.— Zion's Her. 


But a few days since. and Wikoff moved among 
us the matliest of us all!—The glow of his warm 
cheek-—the movement of his sinewy arm—the 
hound of his measured tread—all told how strong- 
ly life dwelt within him: but now he lies there, 
pressed down under the cold hand of death! 

He will never again be seen gliding from his 
apariment to fill his place in your ranks !—the 
sound of his footstep will never again answer to 
the deep roll of the morning drum ! 

That reveillee shall beat, but it will not rouse 
him from his rest. He has laid aside his martial 
dress for the cold drapery of the grave! O Wikoff! 
who can think of thee—of thy sun-bright hopes— 
fhe promise of thy manly virtues—the pledzes of 
thine exalied worth—and not dissolve in grief over 
thy uutini®’’ @od! But who that saw thee die, and 
heard thy latest prayer—hut thinks of prayer. — 

Dear departed one—no parent Wit tcembling 
anxiety bent over thy dying couch !—no sisier with 
tender assiduity anticipated thy every want—no 
brother wes near to hear thy last request !—thy 
dying couch was spread in a stranger-land—-but 
there weve those about thee, strongly attracted by 
thy worth—those who thrilled at every hope of 
life ~and shed tears feelingly and fast when they 
enc!o-ed thy dying eyes—and there are those who 
with breaking hearts will hold thee in long remem- 
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brance. Soldier !—scholar !—friend—companion 
—rest !—rest! 

Comrades of Wikoff! ye who arose with him 
at the earliest light,—and with him stood in sol- 
emn pause while we breathed our morning pray- 
er to heaven—ye who with him Jabored away the 
hours of light in the deep drift of thought—and 
with him kindled the lamp over the march of 
some mighty mind, come ye around his hearse, 
gather close about his coffined clay—for though 
dead, he speaks to each of you—* What thou do- 
est do quickly.” Who can withstand the energy 
of those words? © thou pale oracle of death! it 
were treason not to liear thee now! “ What thou 
doest do quickly.” Yes! there is an emphasis in 
those words, redoubled by him, gone so young in 
life to the cold mantling of the shroud. 

Who is there among your ranks, more vigorous 
in your limbs, more sanguine in your hope of ma- 
ny days than Wikoff? None! his was a strength 
that seemed to hold no parley with disease, no com- 
promise with the infirmity of our natare. But he 
is there relaxed in death! We must go and con- 
sign him to the remorseless grave,—we shall 
awake over him our vollied thunder,—but he will 
sleep on, till the ump of God summon him to the 
judgment bar, 

Who is there among you not prepared to follow 
Wikoff? Hear him for he speaks to yon—* What 
thou doest do quickly,”’—for though unrepented 
and unforgiven, you may be the next one to com- 
panion him in the grave. Then that scene after 
death.—O that undying soul !—that spirit stamped 
with the immortal image of its Maker !--if unpre- 
pared for heaven, whither with all its bouncless 
capacities can it go ?—dislodged from earth, an 
ontcast from God—it must lie down in eternal an- 
gush! But lheara voice from the recesses of 
that shroud, saying, * What theu doest do quick- 
ly.” It speaks to all,—to you who totter under 
the infirmities of age,—to you who walk erect in 
the staple strength of manhood,—to you who are 
in the morning and growing vi@or of life,—for the 
grave is crowded with your equals. And-you may 
be the nex! over whom the ; all of that silent realm 
may be spread. 

The character which you carry with you to the 
grave, you will carry with you to the judgment 
seat of Christ. You will not erase one of its dark- 
er, or increase one of its lighter shades,—for the 
silence of the grave has never yet been interrup- 
ted by the sound of anv thing doing there. When 
the elods cease to rumble on the coffin, then, ever- 
more all is coldness, darkness, silence, death ! 
The busy world may move above tnem—but they 
know it not! the worm of corruption may revel in 
their shroud, but+tthey know it not! affection may 
go there to linger and to weep, but they know it 
not! profane levity may go there and trample 
them down, but they know it pot! those whoin 
they left here among the living, may go down on 
the cold hearse to jom them, but there will be na 
quést*on—no greeting —no reply—they ure laid 
into the silence and immutability of death! But 
ye are still among the living, and I hear a voice 
again and last from the tenant of that shroud— 
“What thon doest do quickly.” Are we silent 
and motionless still? O! the quietude of this 
fancied security, is the noiseless harbinger of ruin. 
The water is stillest near the verge of the precipice. 
While I am speaking, the icy hand of death may 
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be settling down upon one inthis assembly. Lay 
that hand to your heart—if it beat again—spend 
that breath in prayer for pardoning mercy. 


MISSIONARY CONVENTION AT UNION. 





On Monday the 7th of November, the annual 
meeting of Missionaries to the Western Indians 
was held at Union among the Osages, in the Ar- 
kansas Territory: Present, Messrs. Washburn 
and Hitchcock from Dwight, Messrs. Vaill and 
Palmer frown Union, and Messrs. Dodge and Bel- 
cher from Harmony. At this meeting, the Con- 
stitution of a permanent Missionary Convention, 
which is to consist of Delegates from all the Mis- 
sions to the Western Indians, and to hold its meet- 
ings annually at the different stations in rotation, 
was read and adopted. The design of the Mis- 
sionaties in forming this Convention is to strength- 
en each other’s hands in the great work of evan- 
gelizing the heathen, to unite their pravers for the 
blessing of God on their labours, and to deliberate 
on the best measures for promoting the great cause 
in which they are engaged. The 4th article makes 
it the duty of the visiting members of the Con- 
vention, “to use their most serious efforts by per- 
sonal exhortations and prayer, to excite in the 
minds of the members of the family and school 
where they meet, an increased love to the Lord 
Jesus Christ.” 

Mr. Vaill, in a letter to the Secretary of the U. 
F. M. S. thus speaks of a part of the proceedings 
of the Convention :— 

The Convention was opened on Monday the 
7th inst. Thursday was a day of peculiar inter- 
est. The Convention having resolved itself into 
an Ecclesiastical Council, proceeded to examine 
Br. Paliner, brother Jones and Nicholas, the co 
loured man befere mentioned, who had commnit- 
ted themselves to this body for advice and direc- 
tion upon the subject of preaching the Gospel ; 
and after prayerful deliberation, it was thought 
best to give each of them a license to preach the 
word. ‘To this step we seemed to be called in 
Providence. Nicholas is, we trust, designed in 
the hands of God for Africa. There isa prospect 
of his being sent out by the American Coloniza- 
tion Society. And though his knowledge is not 
great, yet his piety, his zéal, and humility, togeth- 
er with his experience, and acquaintance with the 
Gospel, seemed to render it suitable that he shouid 
be licensed. and for a season, be placed under the 
eare of this body. Nicholas had been raised a- 
mong the Cuinberland Presbyterians, and became 
connected with their church. ~ But after his arriv- 
al at Union, he signified his desire to be connect- 
ed with us, which made it the more necessary that 
we should encourage and assist him. He is a no- 
ble looking mulatto, has an excellent voice, and 
speaks with confidence, yet he does not appear to 
be proud. And he certainly bids fair to be a very 
useful man to the people of colour and to others. 
Brother Palmer and Jones were both licensed un- 
der the restriction of being advised and divected 
for a year by their elders. The Council proceed- 
ed to recommend to their respective churches the 
forming of a Presbytery, at the next annual meet- 
ing of the Missionary Convention at Dwight. 

Among the Resolutions adopted by the Con- 
vention, were the following : 


Resolved, That it is expedient to redeem Indian 








Missionary Convention at Union.— The injured Africans. 649 


youth of various nations from captivity, that th 
may be putin a course of education, to qualify 
them to act as interpreters, teachers, &j. among 
their respective tribes. 

Resolved, That it is the duty of this Conven- 
tion to address the Domestic Missionary Societies 
and Bible Societies atthe East, on the Spiritual 
wants of the white settlements of Arkansas and 
Missouri. 

Resolved, That it would be for the interest of 
Missions to establish a permanent Mission School 
at Union, to be composed of the following classes 
of youth: 

sts Mlore advanced children of missionaries. 

2d. More advanced Indian youths. 

Sd. Pious young men preparing for the mis- 
sionary work, to be subject to the direction of the 
U. F. M. Society at New-York. 

Resolved, That after the experience of four 
annual meetings of our Missionary Convention, 
we feel ourselves sacredly called upon to express 
our cordial thanksgiving to God for the benefits 
we have received from our mutual counsels, en- 
couragemeuts and prayers. 

Resolved, That this Convention regard the set- 
tlement of Indians at Hopefield, as exhibiting great 
ground of encouragement, both as it respects the 
civilization of the Osages, and as an opening for 
the successful communication of the word of life; 
and that'we feel ourselves called upon to express 
our devout thanksgiving to God for the smiles of 
his providence upon the settlement, 


In reference to the utility of the Convention, 
Mr. Vaill in his letter to the Secretary says, 

J cannot express to you the benefit of this annu- 
al Missionary Cofvention, as it respects myself, 
the mission in the west, and the advancement of 
Christ’s kingdom. An acquaintance has been 
made with fellow labourers. We have gained 
light on many points in which we were before in 
darkness. A union has been formed, which makes 
our little band feel strong amid opposition and tri- 
als peculiar to ourselves. These mectings make 
the cause of the heathen, which may at times be 
dwiadling in our eyes, look great agaiv. They 
give new energy to the soul, promote action, and 
encoutage to perseverance.—.V. Y. Observer. 





THE INJURED AFRICANS. 


A few weeks since we published an account of an aged 
African Woman in N. Y. who was discovered by a young 
lady in her weekly visits from a Bible Association. She 
was on a sick-bed, and nursed by another black woman, 
whose freedom she had purchased in N Orleans, &e. (See 
p. 553.) A benevolent gentleman who was much tnteres- 
ted by the narration, has siuce visited this 1 eresting 
family repeatedly, and has communicated for the New 
York Observer, the follewing particulars of their history. 

The dame of the husband is Reuben, that of his wife, 
Betsey, and that of their companion, Fanny. 


Reuben Madison, the husband, was born in Vir- 
ginia, near Port Royal, about the year 1701. His 
parents, and all his connexions in this country, 
were slaves. His father died when he was about 
7 years old. His mother is now livingyin Ken- 
tneky, enjoving freedom in her old age through 
the filial regard of Reuben, who purchased «her 
liberty for 70 dollars. She is seriously disposed, 
but nota professor of religion. He has vow cighs 
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brothers and sisters living in Frankfort, Franklin 
Co. Ken. all slaves, and all, excepting one, mem- 
bers of a Baptist church in that place. 

About a year afier his conversion, Reuben was 
married to a slave, who had been kidnapped in 
Maryland, and sold to a planter in bis neighbour- 
hood. She was also hopefully pious. While they 
lived together she became the mother of two chil 
dren ; but about 4 years after their marriage, she 
and one of the children, aged 8 mouths, were sold 
without his knowledge, and transported to a dis- 
tant Spanish territory, and with so much secrecy, 
that he had no opportunity even to bid her a last 
farewell. “ This,” said he, @ was the sevexést trial 
of my life, a sense of sin only excepted. I mourn- 
ed and cried, and would not be comforted. After 
several months, however, the hope of meeting her 
and my children again in the kingdom of God, 
when we should never be separated, together with 
a promise from my master that I should at some 
future time go and see her, in somé measure al- 
layed my grief, and permitted me to enjoy the con- 
solations of religion.” The other child is now a 
slave in Kentucky, though the father has often en- 
deavoured in vain to purchase his freedom. 

About six years since, having hired his time of 
his master for five years previous, at 120 collars a 
year, Reuben had succee'ed, by trafficing in rags, 
and in other ways, in collecting a sum svfficient 
for the purchase of his own freedom, for which he 

aid 700 dollars and not only so, but he was ena- 
bled with his surplus earnings, to build him a brick 
house, and to provide it with convenient accom 
modations. By the dishonesty of bis former imas- 
ter, however, all was take: from him. 

Thus stripped of his property, he left Kentucky 
at.d went to New Orleans, that he might leary 
something from his wife, and if possible fine and 
redeem her, but he only succeeded in gaining the 
painful intelligence that she was dead. He there 
formed an acquaintance with his present wite, 
whose former name was Betsey Bond, and they 
were soon married. The circuinstances of her life 
are briefly these : 

Betsey was born a slave, near Houbb’s Hole, Es- 
sex Co. Va- about 1763, was married to a slave at 
about the age of 20 years. By him she had three 
children, one of which, together with her husband, 
died a few years after their marriage. Soon after 
their death she was led to reflect on her lost state 
as a sinner, and after about seven months of deep 
anxiety, was enabled, as stie trusts, to resivo her- 
self unto the hands of her Saviour, and experience 
those consolations which he deigns to grant to the 
broken-hearted penitent. She gained the confi- 
dence and attachment of her mistress, who treated 
her with much kindness, apd was married to a 
pious servant of the fainily, where she remained 
about nine years, At the close of this pesiod, a 
planter from the vicinity of Natchez coming to 
Alexandria, in Virginia, where she then lived, for 
slaves, she was sold, and carried with eight others 
to bis plavtation, leaving her husband behind, 
Her mew master treated her with great severity, 
and she was conpelled to labour alinost mcessant 
ly every day of the week, Sabbath not excepted, 
to save herself from the lash. Wath this man she 
lived nineteen years, and he then died, and left bis 
slaves hy will, to another planter, who also dying 
soon iter, she was again sold, and transported to 
New Orleans, where she arrived about the year 
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1812. Atthe end of two years this master also 
died, and when his slaves were about to be suld, 
Betsey succeeded with some difficulty in hiring 
her time, and ina little more than a year, by 
washing and other labour, she acquired sufficient 
property to purchase her freedom, for which she 
paid 250 dollars. Her youngest son, with his wife, 
being also slaves in New Orleans, she hoped by 
her industry and economy to obtain money suffi- 
cient to purchase them also; but their master re- 
fused to part with thei. 

About six years ago a large number of slaves 
were brought to New Orleans from Virginia, and 
were about to be offered for sale, and Fanny was 
among the number. Having become aceidentally 
acquainted with her, previous to the sale, and 
finding her a sister in Christ, Betsey’s feelings 
were deeply interested, and she resolved to pur- 
chase her, and to treat her not as a slave but as a 
child and companion. This determination she 
communicated to Fanny, and with the aid of a 
gentleman she succeeded in accomplishing her ob- 
ject. The price was 250 dollars. She paid 200, 
her all, and obtained a short credit fox the remain- 
der, Svon after this her present husband coming 
to New Orleans, as before stated, they were mar- 
ried, and the payment for Fanny was then com- 
pleted. 

By their united industry they were soon able to 
build a comfortable house, in which they set apart 
a room for religious purposes. Here they assem- 
bled with others every Sabbath for the worship of 
God. But being constantly exposed to be distur- 
bed in their worship, they felt a great desire to go 
to a free State, where they might enjoy religious 
privileges unmolested; where they could unite 
with Christian friends in social prayer and con- 
versation, without a soldier with a drawn sword 
stationed at their door. They fixed upon New 
York as the desired asylum; and having arranged 
their concerns, rented their house, and collected 
their effects, they engaged and paid their passage, 
which was 70 dollars, and sailed from New Or- 
leans about the 12th of July, 1825, with pleasing 
anticipations fora land of freedom ané religious 
privileges. They suffered much on the voyage 
through the cruelty of the captain 5* being expo- 
sed without shelter the whole of the passage, either 
on deck or in the long boat. In consequence of 
this exposure, both of the women were taken sick, 
andin this condition they arrived at New York, 
and were landed on the wharf in a land of stran- 
gers, their money almost expended, and none to 
comimiserate their sufferings. After a fow days 
however, Reuben succeeded in obtaining a misera- 
ble cellar in Chapel-street, at $60 annual rent, 
where he remained until quite recently, support- 
ing the family in their sickness, by his labour as a 
shoemaker, and by the sale of some of his effects. 
On his arrival at this port, his first act was to grant 
entire freedom to Fanny, giving her liberty to live 
with him, or to go where she pleased. She chose 
toremain with him, and now assists in the support 
of the family by washing and other labour, and 


* The name of this wretch is Anderson, and the vessel 
which he commanded at this ttme was the brig Russel. 
We are happy tolearn that a benevolent gentleman, who 
became accidentally acquainted with his cruelty, prosecu- 
ted him soon after his arrival, in behalf of the injured 
family and received for them damages to the amoupt of 





40 dollars. 














we eet we ee SS OL 


 — —_ ean 


1826.] 


nurses her mistress who is evidently declining with 
the consumption. occasioned doubtless by the se 
verity of her treatment on the passage from New 
Orleans.. Not being able to pay thew rent in ad- 
vance, owing to their sickness and other expenses, 
their landlord not long since compelled them to 

uit their residence; and they have since been 
oblige: to putup with still more miserable accom- 
modations in a cellar in Elm-street, where they 
now reside. 

They appear to put their trust and confidence in 
God, and express their entire belief that all their 
trials ave designed for their good. They seem to 
be one in sentiment and feeling, and to manifest a 
spirituality of mind rarely tg be found. Every lit- 
tle attention is most gratefully received, and the 
best of blessings are implored on lim who bestows 
it. With some assistance from the benevolent, 
and with what they may receive from New 
Orleans for rents, it is believed they may be pro- 
vided with a comfortable house, and be introduced 
to those privileges, which they so ardently de- 
sire. Noone of the family can read, though they 
aie all desirous to learn, and from a little atten. 
tion which friends have given them it appears that 
they may be tanght without difficulty. 

We trust that the mere recital of these facts will 
be sufficient toawaken the sympathy of our Chris. 
tian friends, and to induce immediate measures 
for the relief of the benevolent sutferers A note 
from our correspondent informs us that within a 
few days the health of the sick woman has rapidly 
declined, owing douttless to her miserable ac 
commodations, and that she is now apparently in 
the last stages of the consumption. Ina few weeks 
at farthest, her spirit will ascend to that world 
where sorrow and sighing will cease, and all tears 
be forever wiped from her eyes. We hope that 
the little remnant of her days on earth will be 
made happy, and that when she appears at the bas 


of the Gieat Judge, she will not have to speak of 


white men only in the language of accusation. It 
is an affecting thought that the wrongs of this poo: 
woman, which commenced at her birth, and were 
inflicted 4 ithout interruption during the long years 
of slavery, still followed her on her passage to the 
land of freedom, and have been finally consumimna 

ted in this city. the city of her hopes her fancied 
asylum from the oppressor. 


SUNDAY SCHOOLS, 


Extracts from the Quarterly Report of the 
Philadelphia Association of Male Sunday 
School Teachers. 

There is an interesting circumstance that 
has come under our notice, which deserves 
to be recorded in the annals of sunday schools, 
and which we are sorry was not embraced in 
the report of the school in which it originated. 

A litle girl came voluntarily to her teach- 
er, and presented the tickets she had been 
collecting for some time, observing that she 
could not think of receiving any more ; that 
she thought it sinful to receive pay for learn- 
ing the word of God, when it was so greata 
favour ; her teacher remarked that she had 
better keep them until she had procured en- 


> 
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ough to purchase a large bible; with child- 
like simplicity (lifting up the little bible she 
held in her hand) she askec does not this con- 
tain all that is in a larger one? 

Oh! that the Lord would fill our sunday 
schools with such youths ; then could we look 
forward with pleasing emotions, to the ume 
when they would become an advantage to the 
community, and heirs of heaven. 

It will be seen by the preceding statement, 
that 19 teachers have made a profession o! 
religiom during the last quarter ; and it ou 
to be noticed that 8 of themare in one schoo! 
We need scarcely remark, that this schoo! 
in a flourishing condition, and it will contn- 
ue to enjoy the smiles of providence, whilst 
the labourers are in earnest. 

But one scholar has made a profession ot 
religion during the Yast quarter! Brethren 
permit us to ask, why is this? Has God ce.s- 
ed to be gracious? Has his promise failed ? 
No: the cause lies somewhere else. It is true 
that we cannot command the blessing of the 
Almighty, but it is equally true that his bles- 
sings are ready to be extended to all who may 
choose to embrace them. Brethren, we are 
constrained to observe,—that if we do not by 
precept and eaxmple, show to the children 
that we are walking with God, how can we 
expect them to take the road to heaven. 

In the 41 schools reported, there are 15 
Libraries, containing 2742 volumes. ‘The 
committee have been aware of the importance 
of this object—but they think that it is liable 
to much abuse, if great care be not taken, in 
the selection of proper books. We find some 
schools are thus careful, never suffering a 
book to go on the shelf, until it is examined 
by some person or persons, competent to 
judge of its character, Your committee have 
long since observed, that books of a compar- 
atively wifling nature, are received into sonré 
of these libraries. ‘These libraries extend 
their influence beyond the limits of a sunday 
school ; they are carried home to the parents, 
who have been known to be much interested 
in them. This shows the additional impor- 
tance of good selections. 

The discovery of any method to facilitate 
instruction, must always be considered of 
much importance in Sunday school operations, 
the committee cannot propose any new plan, 
but they can recommend what they have 
known to be highly benefieial. 

It has been the practice in some schools 


for the teachers to prepare questions ©» reli- 
gious subjects, to be answered in w! , by 
the scholars. In prosecuting this pian, we 
would recommend to the teache | time 
and circumstances will permit) to /«‘\ her the 
questions from the Bible theimse!s ve have 
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found in our Own experience that self-appli- 
cation to this method, has impressed the truth 
more deeply on our own minds, and has ena- 
bled us to impart the necessary instructions 
with more facility and judgment—for when 
we draw the questions ourselves, they are 
predicated on the proper answer that should 
be given; but to those who have not time, 
we would refer them to suitable books, which 
may easily be obtained. 

The children should be required (if possi- 
ble) to answer these questions from their own 
‘knowledge, by which they will acquire a hab- 
it of study, and be induced to search more 
diligently for the truth ; some regard ought to 
be had to the capacities of the children :— 
those who are not so capable of judging, 
should have plain historical questions, and 
those of more advanced age and judgment, 
should have practical questions. 

This method has also a good effect on the 
minds of the parents; they are obliged to 
search the scriptures, feeling themselves un- 
der an obligation to have the question answer- 
ed; your committee hiave frequently found 
this to be the case, when the children were 
not able themselves to find an answer. 

Perhaps this subject may be further illustra- 
ted by example; your committee therefore 
present the following :—they were received 
from two scholars, under the care of one of 
the members of this committee. 

Question. What is idolatry ° 

Answer. Ydolatry is the giving of our su- 
preme regard to any thing but the true God. 
« "Thou shalt have no other gods before me. 
Exodus, xx. 3. “Love not the world, nei- 
ther the things that are in the world.” 1 John, 
ii. 15, “ Set your affections on things above 


not on thines on the earth.” Col. iii. 2. 
Q. Arve there any idols in christian coun- 
tries ; 


A. All countries are full of them, and ev- 
ery individual has ene, who seeks his own 
leasure, we: Uth, or fame, more than God. 

Q. Will any person be lost, if they wish 
to be saved, from proper motives? 

A. No. 

Q. Why then are so many lost? 

A. Certainly because they do not wish to 
be saved from proper motives; if. they had 
these, they would rather lose every thie up- 
on earth, than lose Jesus Christ freely afiered 
in the gospel ; and would try above all things 
to gain an iaterestin the great sacrifice for 
sin. Short, simple lectures, given by the pas- 
tor of the church, or some other competent 
person, have becn found of much interest and 
great usefulness, There is a me thod practi- 
sed in one of the schools, which ought to be 
noticed: The children assemble every satur- 
day afternoon, and a lecture is given on some 
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religious subject, made the order for that oc- 
casion ; it will easily be perceived what ad- 
vantage this has. The children are prevent- 
ed from engaging in those idle sports, to which 
they are too frequently accustomed on satur- 
day afternoon ;-their minds are drawn to some 
religious subject, and they are better prepar- 
ed for the duties of the sabbath. In maby 
schools there is a want of system, which is 
deeply to be deplored, and is one of the exis- 
ting evils, the committee would take the liber- 
ty of mentioning. 

It is to be feared that many sunday school 
teachers, leave the temporal concerns of their 
school, till the time in which they ought to be 
occupied in giving instruction. Thus, the 
precious time is spent in making arrangements 
of their classes, that ought to be devoted to 
other important work: the distribution of 
tickets, and the adjustment of class books 
ought to be attended to, but not to the neg- 
lect of more important objects. Your com- 
mittee were pleased to see in some schools, 
an arrangement which supersedes the neces- 
sity of such a sacrifice of time; in one, a lad 
of some intelligence, was kept constantly em- 
ployed attending to these concerns. 

We are pleased to find so great a number 
of youth in our schools, who are above the 
age of 14. How to retain such, and secure 
the benefits of instruction to them, is a sub- 
ject which has had the attention of this socie- 
ty, and is now in the hands of a committee, 
who will probably report at the next meeting. 

A teacher read extracts from a letter, which, 
*}though not designed for publication, we have 
solicited, and hope the writer will excuse the 
liberty, when we assure him, that we are per- 
suaded, a knowledge of the facts contained 
in it will be of great use in stiring up the 
minds of his fellow labourers in this, and oth- 
er places, to renewed diligence in the cause 
of sunday schools. 

“Thave something to tell you that will 
gladden your heart and stimulate you to the 
work for God, in his nursery, with more faith- 
fulness. The Lord is truly in the midst of 
us; there are about eight or ten revivals in 
this part of his vineyard, and Sunday schools 
are blest in a most remarkable manner. The 
fact is, the field has long been ripe for the 
harvest, and the Spirit is convincing of sin, of 
righteousness, and of judgment tocome, It 
is supposed that ip the little village of R——, 
three hundred persons are subjects of the 
grace of God. In W. seventy, in W. be- 
tween one and two hundred, in V. one hun- 
dred, and in several other places the Spirit 
leas come down with his sanctifying influences, 
And, my dear brother, we hope that God has 
not forsaken this place. There were about 
seventy persons at the inquiring meeting last 





1826.]j Colonization 
evening, ten of the number indulging the 
hope in the Redeemer. Some of the teach- 
ers in the sunday school are among the num- 
ber, and several of them are apparently seek- 
ing the Lord. You will remember that the 
most of our teachers are professors of religion. 
Quite a number of our dear scholars are deep- 
ly affected with a sense of their sinfulness. It 
is near harvest time with us, and I trust our 
teachers are beginning to sow the seed into 
good ground, or rather, to reap the reward of 
their labours. 

“ How encouraging it is to a Sunday school 
teacher, to find his dear pupils anxious and 
inquiring the way to eternal life. I conversed 
with a class in our school last Sabbath week ; 
the whole of them were quite affected, and re- 
plied in this manner :—“ I do want to be a 
Christian; I try to repent; I have asked 
God a great many times to give me a new 
heart, but I keep the wicked heart ; how can 
I be a Christian ? This must affect the heart. 
and if a teacher can hear such inquiries as 
these, without feeling, he is unworthy of his 
station. You must not think we have a re- 
vival here vet, but we are ripe for it, and I 
hope you will hear from me ina few days, 
that this is the case. I spent a Sabbath in the 
W. a few weeks since, and saw and conversed 
with a number of the scholars, who are the 
“ lambs of the flock,” in a peculiar manner, 
{ will mention a circumstance respecting a lit- 
tle boy about eleven years of age. 

“'Two of the girls in the school had be- 
come the subjects of God’s grace, and con 
versed with some of the boys on the subject 
of religion, and told them that “ they didn’t 
see why they (the boys) could not be Chris- 
tians as well as themselves, and hoped God 
would not leave them.” This affected one 
of the boys, whose name was S, he was quite 
uneasy, and when the school was out he went 
home witl the girls, and requested them to 
pray for him, that God would give /im a new 
heart also. They all wert ina room, and 
knelt down together, and one of the girls 
prayed—his convictions were deepened, and 
the next day he went with the girls to pray 
with him again, and the third day, 8. thinks 
his sins were forgiven him.—His father was 
a Universalist, and when S&S. came into the 
house. his father was conversing on the sub- 
ject, and remarked, “ All men would have 
religion in the Lord’s time.” S. was now 
prepared to plead for his Saviour. “ Father,” 
said he, “don’t you believe the Bible, that 
says, ‘now is the accepted time,’ ‘ to-day if 
you will hear his voice r’ &c. he persuaded 
his father to try the Lord, and see if he did 
not tell the truth—he begged of his father to 
kneel down and he would pray for him :— 
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his father’s ear, and prayed in a most fervent 
manner, that God would have mercy on his 
dear father. 
father is now an humble disciple of Jesus. 


His prayer was heard, and his 


The girls pray —the little boy is converted— 
behold he prays. His father is “born again,” 
and “ behold he prayeth.” 

In the course of his remarks, one of the 
speakers gave the following comparison he- 
tween the number of scholars at the present 
time, and the number one year ago :— 

It appears from the report, that 41 schools 
have 554 teachers, and 5764 scholars. Now, 
if the other 34 schools, the total being 75, 
have the same number of pupils, it will give 
10,524 as the present number of Sunday 
scholars, We apprehend, however, that the 
real number does not excecd 10,000. One 
year ago, there were 84 schools, 939 teachers, 
and 8,453 scholars ; hence this statement ex- 
hibits a decrease of nine schools, and an in- 
crease of 57 teachers, and 2,071 scholars. 
This city, and the dense suburbs, contain a 
population of about 124,000; and as one 
fifth of the population are between the ages 
of six and fifteen, there would require to be 
24,800 Sunday scholars, or an increase of 
14,000 in the city and suburbs, 


o_o 
RELIGIOUS INTELLIGENCER. 





We have copied below, from the Family Visitor, parts 
of a discussion which recently took place in the Virginia 
Legislature, on a bill concerning the Richmond and Man- 
chester Colonization Society. The bill provided neces 
saries for Colonists at Liberia, from the public manufac- 
tories in the Penitentiary. We are afforded in the senti- 
ments there elicited, an example of the effects of the 
prejudices of education upon the judgment ; and the des- 
olating havoc which a familiarity with iniquity and injus 
tice may cause among the best sympathies of our nature, 
We shall see too, that the helpless and wretched negro 
has near him warm advocates of bis rights—woald that 
they were as strong in numbers and influence, as their 
cause is noble and humane. Listen, an admiring world! 
—in this day when nation is emulating vation in deeds o! 
philanthropic enterprise and benevolence, in the Legis- 
tature of the wealthy, the iogenuons State of Virginia, 
there are to be found men who would begrudge oppress 
ed and.ensiaved Africa the sum of $600! the full price 
of one of her bartered sons, of whom she holds in bond. 
age 500,000. O tempora! O mores! 

“ Mr. Upsurcr moved to fill the blank for the amount 
of necessaries so furnished with $1000; negatived—ayes 
72. noes 37. 

“Mr. Montow moved $500. Mr. Canten, of Prince 
William 8800 

“ Mr. Upsuwr believed that if the House wat in pos- 
session of the whole conside:stions on this sulyect, it 
would grant a larger appropriatioa—he would therefore 





hie father was quite deaf. 5S. crept close by 


state them. 
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* This was not a new subject. It had been discussed 
for years—its dangers considered, its benefits acknowl- 
edged. The scheme of policy was empliatically Virginian. 
The resolution of 1816, passed nearly unanimously by this 
House, war the foundation of all the subsequent move- 
ments on this subject in other quarters. It did not origi- 
nate with mistaken philan’hropists in other states.” 

He then read the resolutions referred to, and followed 
them with a brief history of the several Colonization So- 
cieties ; marked the evils they aimed to remedy, and the 
manner in which it was to be effected ; described the ad- 
vantages of the situation, and the benefits which must re- 
sult to the native Africans in their vicinity, and @pentual- 
ly throughout the country. 

“ Virginia had originated this noble and generous en- 
terprise. Three other slave holding states had followed 
her example, and the most illustrious names in the coun- 
try. from Mr. Crawford in Georgia, to Mr. Philips in 
Massachusetts, men of the greatest pracucal wisdom and 
the greatest insight into futurity, were enlisted in it. Was 
Virginia to be the first to renounce a policy, which she 
had been the first to originate ?” 

“* Evxumerating the advantages to result from colonizing 
the free people of colour in Africa, the first was, the abo- 
lition of the Slave Trade. This continued to progress in 
spite of all the restrictive laws of the United states, and 
60,000 slaves were annually imported into the Union -- 
By planting civilized man by the side of the savage, by 
teaching him the gratification of his wants by labour, the 
root of the infamous slave trade would be struck at--and 
these settlements holding out a resting place to the eruiz- 
ers Of this and other nations, would facilitate the suppres- 
sion of the traffic. Another advantage was, that it would 
open sources of commerce rich beyond imagimation. ‘The 
history of mankind proved, that man was civilized by eo- 
fonies. FE.gvpt was civilized from India. Greece from 
Egypt. America trom Fagland. Savages were to be 
civilized by addresses to their senses—they could not 
comprebend abstract aod metaphysical reasoning. In this 
way he believed the policy would be productive of vast 
results.” 

The blank was then filled with $800, bya large major- 
itv. The question then recurring on the passage of the 
bill, Mc. Gorpon, an enlightened gentleman, said, “ he 
opposed it 
negroes, absurd and ridiculous. He believed it to be at 
war with the destinies decreed by Heaven. He believed 


He thought the scheme of colonizing free 


the negro incapable of civilization, and an inferior branch 
of the haman species. The wooly head and flat nose of 
the negro, proved him an inferior animal. He thought 
this an abolition and not a colonization society. [t was a 
qpestion of poliey. He calied it a deep laid scheme of 
certain poliiicians to agitate the slave holding states—it 
was 4a braach of the Missouri question. He said that 
these visiowfry schemes of philanthropy had filled our 
slaves with discooteat.” 

Infatuatell men! Discontented with the destinies de- 
ereed hy Heaven’? Have you not yet learned, that the 
form of the rose and the crisp of the hair, have destined 
you to bondage and oppression? Deluded and vissonary 
philanthropists! are ve at this late hour ignorant, that 
those of our species who possess an inferior order of in- 
telleet belong to Virginia? And dare you dispute then, 
the prerogative of deciding who from among you they 
shall select ? 

“Mr. Bracxevury, in favour of the bill. He would vote 
for it with greater pleasure were the sum larger. He 
had made up his mind to vote 4 or 5000 dollars to support 
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this noble and most laudable purpose. But Rome was 
not builtin a day. Could he believe that a century hence, 
this colony would resemble some of the little colonies that 
two centuries since were placed on the shores of this con- 
tinent, it would cheer his dying hour. This had been 
connected with the Missouri question. He did not see 
the connection—it did not exist. It was called an aboli- 
tion society, he believed with as little reason. ‘The ne- 
groes were called inferior beings—that they were not 
equal to the white men of Europe. They had not produ- 
ctd a Washington or Jefferson, but they had a Toussaint 
and a Christophe. He thought we were of that opinion, 
because we were white. But for one he was not prepa- 
red to say that black’ was not as pretty as white—it was 
at least as substantial. At all events negroes were men. 

The question was taken by ayes and noes, and decided 
in the ailirmative—ayes 116, noes 75.” 


GRAHAM SOCIETY, 

The ninth anaual meeting of the Graham Society, in 
Boston, was held Jan. 31. The Christian Watchman 
contains the following extract from the Report of the Di- 
rectors :— 

“ Another twelve-month is gone; and no labor 
due to the past year can be performed—no duty 
leit undone can now be sent back fulfilled—no 
comforts which this Society can now dispense, can 
relieve the cold and nakedness suffered the last 
winter. "The new subscribers, who might have 
joined the society, but were not solicited, can nev- 
er be enrolled on the records of the past year. 
And as individuals, no one of us can return and 
improve misspent days. If the golden rule has 
been broken, all the otferingsave can now brin 
cannot repair it. It must be cemented by that 
blood which cleanseth from all sin.’ 

“We have entered on a new year. May it 
prove auspicious to this Society, to its auxiliaries, 
to its donors, and to every member. Mav we all 
be more assidious in doing good, as we have op- 
portunity, and more successful in gaining new 
members. May our beneficiaries be holy and use- 
ful men, like Milis and Parsons, and accelerate 
His march who sides upon the wings of the wind, 
aud who is going forth conquering and to conquer. 

* But we should be content to sing our songs of 
joy unaccompanied by the high sounding symbals. 
It was not Dorcas who showed the coats and gar- 
ments which she had made. Is it not ample re- 
ward for our poor services, to read in our Bibles 
the words of our Lord— Inasmuch as ye have 
done it unto one of ihe least of these my brethren, 
ye hive done it unto me.’” 

This Society during the year past has received 
in cash $129 13, which sum has been expended 
for various garments, &c. and these articles, to- 
gether with others received from the Auxiliary So- 
ciety in Blandford to the value of $35 92, and 
from the Auxiliary Society of Braintree and Quite 
cv to the value of $19 50 have been distributed to 
27 young men at Andover and Amberst, who are 
preparing for the gospel ministry. 

Besides a number of ladies, who contribute an- 
nually to the funds of this important Society, there 
are six who have been constituted life members by 
the payment of $25 each, and another who paid 
$50. Are there not other christian females, who 
will imitate so laudable an example, and thus ena- 
ble this Society to render important aid to those 
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young men, who are preparing to fill useful sta- 
tions, and who need some kind hand to supply 
them with a few articles of clothing or bedding ? 


JOY ECHOED THROUGH EARTH AND 
AMONG THE HEAVENLY HOSTS. 


Extract from the Rev. Mr. Edwards’ Sermon, delivered 
before the “ Female’s Penitent Refuge Society.” 


No person can hear this declaration of Jesus 
Christ, and heartily believe it, without feeling that 
the repentance of a sinner is an event of great im- 
portance. Angels do not rejoice without good 
reason ; nor without seeing the subject of their joy 
connected with momentous restilts, to the king- 
dom of Jehovah. The fact that they rejoice over 
one that repenteth, and that this is revealed, by 
the Son of God, to our world, is perfect demonstra- 
tion that it is an event of amazing importance. 

Even men, if wise, and acquainted with the sub- 
ject, do not rejoice without good reason. Should 
an event occasion joy to the inhabitants only of 
this city ; should you go through every street, and 
lane, and avenue, enter every house and find eve- 
ry family rejoicing with exceeding great joy, you 
could not avoid the conviction, that something bad 
transpired of great importance. 

They publish it. And joy spreads from city to 
city ; from country to country ; till every kingdom, 
and town, and family, and soul on the globe par- 
take in it; there is joy wherever there is a heart to 
feel, or a tongue to utter it, and the whole earth 
breaks forth in one universal acclamation ; and 
you cannot but feel that something has transpired 
of amazing unportance. It.seems to you that its 
importance transcends human conception. And 
as you stand and wonder, another event takes® 
place. No visible messenger publishes it; but he- 
ralds unseen carry the tidings upward, and a flame 
kindles on the heavenly plains; it spreads through 
the spirits of just mev made. perfect, through the 
ranks of angels, of cherubim and seraphim, till 
multitudes that no man can number, in celestial 
strains, and with immortal tongues, pour forth 
their alleluias, and drown the expression of every 
earthly joy ; and you cannot but feel, with unut- 
terable intensity, that the cause of their joy is in- 
conceivably momentous. It wust be graven inde- 
libly, and must tell on the annals of the universe 
forever. Aud what is the cause of their joy ? The 
repentance of a sinuer. Yes, let it be told, for the 
Son of God has published it, let it reach every ear 
in creation, and touch every heart in the wniverse. 
There is joy in the presence of all the angels of 
God over one sinner that repenteth. And this too, 
not meraly when the sinner is rich, and learned, 
and moral, and respectable, and useful among 
men; but when he is poor, aud ignorant, and imn- 
moral, and debased ; whose look is pollution, and 
whose influence is death. Let even such a sinner 
repent, and angels rejoice even over him. 





Conversion viewed in the tight of Heaven. 


A change, called in the Bible, being born of 
God, he has declared to be essential to the king- 
dom of heaven. Before, this sinner bad never ex 
perienced it. She was born, only of the flesh. 
Her very mind was carnal, and enmity against 





God. She was an alien from the Commonwealth 
of Israel, a stranger to the covenant of promise, 


- 
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without hope, and without God in the world. 
Though Jesus had entered the holy place with his 
blood. and obtained eternal redemption; though 
he had tasted death for every man, made a propi- 
tiation for the sins of the whole world, and whoso- 
ever would, might come unto hiin and have life, 
she would not come. She hated light, aud loved 
darkness ; because her deeds were evil. And she 
was preparingéo plunge into blackness of darkness 
forever, Angels knew, that, notwithstanding all 
that Christ had done to open the gate of heaven, 
or ever would do, she must be bora again, or she 
could never enter there. [nto that place entereth 
nothing that defileth. She was defiled ; and, with- 
out a regovation by the Spirit of God, must de- 
part accursed intu that fire, from which the smoke 
of her torment would ascend up for ever and ever. 
Angels knew this. And they knew that she noust 
experience a change in this life; for in the grave 
there is no work, and after death, no redemption. 
Shé that is holy, must be holy still; and she that 
is filthy be filthy still, They were therefore, as 
anxious to see her born of God, as to have her an 
inhabitant of heaven; and to see her born of God 
soon; for such, they knew, do not live out halt 
their days. And when the voice of infinite kind 

ness said, Go ye out into the streets and lanes of 
the city & bring hither the poor, and the halt, and 
the maimed, and the blind : compel them to come 
in, that my house may be filled ; for all things are 
ready ; when the Spirit and the bride said, Come ; 
and he that heard said, Come ; not an angel dis- 
sented ; but Come, echoed through the courts of 
heaven. And when, through marvellous grace, 
this sinner did come, weary and heavy laden, 
loathing her transgressions, and casting herself, 
guilty, and ruined, at the feet of her Lord, with 
that godly sorrow, which worketh repentance unto 
salvation, they knew that she was born of God, 
and had passed from death unto life. A burst of 
glory broke through heaven as they sung. She 
was dead, and is alive again, she was lost and is 
found. Nor are they mistaken. She is now meek 
and lowly, she is huinbdle, and contrite in heart, 
She walks softly before God, and trembles at his 
word. And the Most High, though the heaves, 
and the heaven of heavens cannot contain him, 
comes down, and dwells with the lowly, and takes 
up his abode with the coutrite in heart. She for- 
sakes every evil, and false way, cleaves with full 
purpose of heart unto the Lord, and delights in 
keeping his commandments. She has experien 

ced a resurrection with Christ, and she manifests 
it by seeking those things that are above; where 
Christ is, and living not woto herself, but unto him 
that died for her, and rose again. She begins al- 
ready to shine in the glory of his image, and an 

gels are not ashamed to own her. Though she 
was a child of the devil, she has become through 
pone grace, a daughter of the Lord Almigh- 
ty.—. 





EFFECTS OF WITTICISMS IN THE PULPIYP, 
An eminent medical practitioner, who is also 

a man of true piety, was called, not long since, to 
attend a patient on the Lord’s day, at such a dis- 
tance from his own place of worship, as to render 
his attendance there impossible. Not willing, 
however, to lose the benefit of public worship alto- 
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gether, he repaired to a neighbouring chapel ; but 
as the service was far advanced, and the place 
much crowded, he could get no farther than the 
door. The préacher was a nan long and deserv- 
edly esteemed in the Christian world, but of that 
class who are unhappily prone to mingle oddities 
and witticisms with their discourse. His text was 
found to be “Almost thou persuadest me to be a 
Christian ;” and as he proceeded, many |wicrous 


expressions escaped him, not atall to the taste of 


his professional hearer. This gentleman was, 
however. particularly siruck with the effect of this 
mode of preaching on a person who stood near 
him, who appeared to be a very respectable and 
intelligent young man. After listening some time 
with great attention, but with evidentand growing 
indications of uneasivess and disgust, he hastily 
retired from the scene, muttering in av audible 
tone, “If this be preaching the gospel of Jesus 
Christ, I know nothing of the meaning of the New 
Testament. Almost thou persuadest me to be an 
infidel.” 

This incident was related in my hearing, by the 
gentleman who was present. I forbear any com- 
ment ; but shall heartily rejoice if it produce a sa- 
lutary effect on any who may be tempted to such 
a wretched prostitution of the sacred office of the 
Christian ministry as is referred to.—Lond. Bap. 
Mag. 


ANOTHER PREMIUM OFFERED. 
The Corresponding Comunittee appointed by the 
Synod of Albany, on the sanctification of the 
Lord’s day, offer one hundred dollars for the best 
original Essay “Ou the institution of the Sab- 
bath.” The Rev. Samuel Blatchford, D. D. of 
Lansinbirg, the Rev. Eliphalet Nott, D. D. Presi- 
dent of Union College, and the Hon. Jonas Plat, 
of Utica, are appointed a Committee to receive 
and read the Essays which may be presented, and 
to decide upon their respective merits. The Es- 
say, which, in their estimation, is the best, shall 
entitle its author to the premium; and the other 
Essays shall be the property of the Committee, 
and may be published at their discretion. The 
Essays must be directed to the Rev. Dr. Blatch- 
ford, the Chairman of the Comnnittee, and be in 
his hands by the first Monday in Jaly next. It is 
expected that each Essay will bear some signature 
or private mark, which will be likewise written up- 
on a separate envelope containing the name of the 
author. No envelope will be opened except the 
one which belongs to the Essay that receives the 
premium. 
A true extract from the minutes of the Corres- 
ponding Committee. 
NATHAN S. 8S. BEMAN, 
Secretary of Committee. 
Troy, Jan. 1826. [Troy Review. 


CONVERSION FROM UNITARIANISM, 

To an old number of the Christian Observer, we find an 
interesting account ef a controversy occasioned by the 
« relapse (as the Socinians term it) of a brother, a Me. 
Webley, to Orthodoxy.” A Mr. Aspland, secretary to the 
Unitarian fund, very ably aad artfully undertakes to re- 
claim hin, to which Mr. W. makes the following plain 
common sense reply. Zion's Her. 

“The first particular, (says Mr. W.) which caus- 


Another Premium offered.— Conversion from Unitarianism, 
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truth of my former persuasion, was the attributes 
which I find the inspired writers ascribing to the 
Lord Jesus. Of course, nothing short of Deity 
could exist from all eternity; [have thereiore, 
concluded that the following passages must denote 
the proper divinity of Christ. Micah, speaking of 
his nativity, says that His * goings forth have been 
from of old, from everlasting.’ v. 2. St. John ob- 
serves, that ‘in the beginning was the Word and 
the Word was Ged.’ God himself says respecting 
his Son, * Thy throne, O God, is for ever and ever,’ 
St. Paul also tells us, that ‘Jesus Christ is the 
same yesterday, to day, and forever,’ and that‘ all 
things, both in heaven and earth, were created by 
him.’ I have, therefore, been thinking with my- 
self thus:—If nothing was created witkout Christ, 
(as John says that it was not,) how could he him- 
self be a created being ? 

“Solomon tells us, or at least, observes in his 
praver that ‘God only knows the hearts ofall the 
children of men,’ (1 Kings, viii. 39 ;) and yet Christ 
says, that all the churches shall know that I ain he 
that searcheth the reins and the hearts, Rev. ii. 23. 
Christ also gives us to understand that he is capa- 
ble of being in various places at the same time, and 
that he can pardon the sins of men. Peter ob- 
serves, that he knows all things. These, I have 
been thinking, are prerogatives that can belong to 
no person but a Divine one. Another particular, 
by which I was led to embrace my present views, 
is the names and titles which I perceive the sacred 
penmen of the scriptures ascribing to Christ ; titles 
which I cannot believe God would ever have suf- 
fered any creature to be called by, whatever ;—such 
as, ‘the mighty God,’ ‘the everlasting Father,’ 
‘God over; all,’ ‘the true God,’ ‘the only wise 
God,’ ‘our Saviour.’ 3 

“* Another particular, through which IT have been 
inclined to believe the Divinity of Christ, is chis. 
We are strictly forbidden to worship any other 
person, but God, and yet God himself authorizes 
all the angels in heaven to worship Christ ; and he 
certainly has been worshipped by various saints on 
earth, and that by divine consent and approbation, 
and the thousands which St. Joho saw in heaven, 
were all paying divine honors to the Lamb that 
was slain. I can, therefore, feel my mind perfect- 
ly easy and satisfied, when I am engaged in the 
saine employment, as the glorified saints above 
are, 

* Respecting God’s dying, I eutertain no such 
idea ; but it now appears w me, with considerable 
evidence, that Clirist possessed two natures, human 
and divine.—the former of which suffered and di- 
ed, Ifhe had not wwo natures, how could he be 
both ‘the root and offspring of David? How 
could he be both *the Lord and son of David ?’ 
Iv one and the same sentence, he is said to come 
of the Jews, ‘as concerning the flesh,’ and yet is 
‘over all, God blessed for ever.’ Christ also infor- 
med Nicodemus, that he was in heaven at the 
same time that he was talking to him upon earth. 
At present, I see no possibility of reconciling these 
passages, without admitting the idea of two natures 
im Christ.” 


SINGULAR BENEFACTION. 


We have been requested to notice a donation, 
of a somewhat extraordinary kind, which the 
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cently received. A bor of books has come to Port- 
land, “ by water, free of all charges,” containing 
“a copy for each member of the government.” — 
The book is a handsome duodecimo, of 290 pages, 
aud is entitled “A Family Prayer Book,” &c. 
The name of the donor is unknown to us. He 
certainly, however, deserves the credit of having 
invented a new mode of doing good. Instead of 
sending Bibles and Tracts to the ignorant and des- 
titute, he has sent a box of prayer books to the 
members of our enlightened Laaiduneehs We 
have glanced at some of the pages of this volume, 
and perceive that its character is Unitarian ! 


[Portland Mirror. 





SINGULAR CONVERSION OF A WID- 
OW’S PROFLIGATE SON. 


A minister of Lady H’s. happening to be some 
time since at Edinburgh, was accosted very civilly 
by a young man in the street, with an apology for 
the liberty he wastaking. “TI think, sir,” said he, 
“T have heard you at Spa Fields Chapel.” “ You 
probably might, sir, for | have sometimes minister- 
ed there.” Do you remember,” said he, “a note 
put up from an afflicted widow, desiring the pray- 
ers of the congregation for the conversion of an 
ungodly son?” “I do very well remember such a 
circumstance.” “ Sir,” said he, “I am the very 
person, and wonderful to tell, the prayer was ef- 
fectual. I was going ona frolic with some other 
abandoned young men, one Sunday through the 
Spa Fields, and passing by the chapel, I was 
struck with its appearance, and hearing it was a 
Methodist chapel, we agreed to mingle with the 
crowd, and stop for a few minutes to laugh and 
mock at the preacher and people. We were but 
just entered the chapel, when you sir, read the note 
requesting the prayers of the congregation, for an 
afflicted widow’s profligate son. I heard it with 
a sensation [ cannot express. I was struck to the 
heart, and though I had no idea that I was the ve- 
ry individual meant, I felt the bitterness expressed 
of a widow’s heart who had a child so wicked as I 
knew myself to be. 

“My mind was instantly solemnized. I could 
not laugh, my attention was rivetted on the preach- 
er. [heard his prayer and sermon with an im- 
pression very different from what had carried me 
into the chapel. From that moment the gospel 
truths penetrated my heart; I joined the congre- 
gation, cried to God in Christ for mercy, and 
found peace in believing; became my mother’s 
comfort, as I had long been her heavy cross, and 
through grace have ever since continued in the 
good waysof the Lord. An opening having late- 
ly been made for an advantageous settlement in 
my own country, I came bither with my excellent 
mother, and for some time past, have endeavored 
to dry up the widow’s tears, which I had so often 
caused to flow, and to be the comfort and support 
of her age, as I had been the torment and afilic- 
tion of her former days. 


RELIGIOUS EDUCATION. 


The education of all youth should be strictly a 
religious education. I do not mean by this, that 
children should be bound down to the reading of 
the Bible, chapter by chapter, and the regular re- 


hearsal of a catechism, and the mechanical repeti- | 
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tion of a few hymns,—and that then it should be 
taken for granted, that their religious education 
was complete. J would reach after something far 
more definite, solid and practical. I would insist 
that they should be made to understand the laws 
of God, and to see aad feel their application to 
their own bosoms and their own daily conduct; 
that they should be well grounded in all their per- 
sonal and relative duties, by those who are well 
qualified to instruct them; that each individual 
should be enabled to form for himself a set of clear 
and immoveable principles, from which should 
perpetually spring up the practice of honesty, so- 
briety, industry, humility, benevoleuce, and all the 
consentipg virtues, 

I would repeat, that a mere lip religion will not 
do, will not answer the purpose. Religion must 
bear down, as it were, with a nicely adjusted pres- 
sure, on all huinan actions and events; it aust be 
woven in through the whole texture of life and 
conversation, Or it is a useless thing. When pro- 
perly inculcaiec, however, it is the very fixst and 
most important thing, and nothing else is valuable 
without it. A variety of well digested knowledge 
will indeed happily prepare the way for its recep- 
tion and efficacy ; but if it be absent, all possible 
knowledge is “as sounding brass and a tinkling 
cymbal.” Religion is the only sure foundation of 
virtue; and whatis any human being, young or 
old, rich or poor, without virtue? He cannot be 
trusted, he cannot be respected, confided in, or lo- 
ved. Religion is the only sure index of duty ; and 
how can any One pursue an even or a reputable 
course, without rules and without principles ? Re- 
ligion is the only guide to true happiness ; and who 
is there so hardy as to assume the tremendous ‘e- 
sponsibility of withholding those —— and 
consdlations, which dispel doubt, sooth affliction, 
make the bed of sickoess, spread the dying pillow, 
and open the gates of an effulgent futurity ? 

Let then religion be the primary object in the 
education of the young. Let it mingle naturally, 
easily, and gracefully in all their pursuits and ac- 
quirements. Let it be rendered intelligible, at- 
tractive and practical, Let it win their affections, 
command their reverence, and insure their obedi- 
ence.— Greenwood’s Sermon. 





LE e- 
— Obituary, 


Dirp,—lIn this towa, on the 27th ult. Mr. Marcus 
Hoichkiss, aged 37; Mrs. Frisbie, aged about 40. 

At North-Haven, Feb. -19%h, Mr. Theophilus Tuttle, 
aged 38; on the 26th, Mr. Thaddeus Todd, aged 69, a 
revolutionary pensioner; on the 23th, Mrs. Sarah Todi 
daughter of said I. Todd, aged 28 

At North-Branford, on the 26th ult. Mrs. Loda Harri- 
son, wile of Mr. Nathan Harrison, aged 64 

At East Guilford, on the 25th uli. Miss Mabel Hart, ag 
ed 18, daughter of Mr. Benjamin Hart. 

At Exeter, N. H. onthe loti ult. Doct 
aged 55, anative of Farmington, Coun. 

At Orange, on the 18th ult. Mrs. Elizabeth Lord, aged 
SI, relict of Mr. dabez Lord, deeply lamented. Herd 
cendants gie 136. 

Oo the liih of Feb. in the towachip of Dover, Mon- 
mouth Co. New-Jersey, aftersin illness of three days, M; 
Jesse Bradley, son ot Mr. W hiting Bradley, of North-Ha- 
ven, Conn. aged 24, who was greatly beloved by ali hist 
lations and acquabilances. 


Selah Gridle' 


At Goshen, on the 26th ult. widow Hannah Starr, aged 
80 years. 
At Milford, Mrs. Baldwin, wife of Mr. Joel Bald- 





win; on the 6th inst. Miss Abigail Hepburn 

At Hartford, Mrs. Charloue L. Olnwted, 25, wile of 
Mr. John Olmsted; Mrs. Betsey Webster, wile of Mi 
Stephen Webster: Samuel Putnam Waldo, Esy 47, 
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POETRY. 
PRIZE POEM. 
The ‘ollowing beautiful lines obtained the prize which 
was offered by the Editors of the Recorder and Telegraph 
for the best poetical production during the year 1625. 
The premium was awarded by a committee appointed for 
the purpose, to Mr. Nathaniel P. Willis, a member of 
Yale College, as the author. 


MISANTHROPIC HOURS. 








{ sometimes feel as I could blot 
All waces of mankind from earth— 
As if ‘twere wrong to blast them not, 
They so degrade, so shame their birth. 
To think that earth should be so fair, 
So beautiful and bright a thing ; 
That nature should come forth and wear 
Such glorious apparelling ; 
That sky, sea, air, should live and glow 
With light and lave and holiness, 
And yet men never fee! or kuow 
How much a God of love can bless— 
liow deep their debt of thankfulness 


I've seen the sun go down, and light 
Like floods of gold poured ou the sky— 
When every tree and flower was bright, 
And every pulse was beating high, 
Aad the full soul was gusiing love, 
Aad longing for its home above— 
And then, when men would soar, if ever, 
To the high homes of thought and soul— 
When life's degrading ties should sever, 
And the free spirtt spurn control— 
Thea have I seen, (oh how my cheek 
Is burning with the shame I feel, 
That truth isin the words I speak) 
I've seen my fellow creatures steal 
Away to their unhallow’d mirth, 
As if the revetries of earth 
Weve ali that they could feel or share, 
And glorious heavens were scarcely worth 
Their passing notice or their care.— 


, 
I've said T was a worshipper 
At woman's shrine—yet even there 
I tound waworthiness of thought, 
And when I deem’d T just had caught 
The radiance of that holy light 
Which makes earth beautiful and bright— 
When eyes of five their flashes sent, 
And rosy lips look'd eloquent— 
Ob, I have tarn’d and wept, to find 
Beneath it al! a trifling mind. — 


was in one of those high halls, 
Where genius breathes in sculpter'd stone, 
Where shaded light iv sottness falls 

On pencil'd beauty —They were gone 
Whose hearts of fire and hands of skill 

Had wrought such power—but they spoke 
To me in every feature still, 

Aud fresh lips breath'd, and dark eyes woke, 
And crimsou cheeks flushed glowingly 

To life and motion. I had knelt 
And wept with Mary at the tree 

Where Jeans suffered —I had felt 
The warm blood rushing to my brow 
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At the stern buffet of the Jew,— 
Had seen the God of glory bow, 

And bleed for sins he never knew,-—- 
And I had wept. I thoughi that all 

' Must feel like nve—and when there came 

A stranger, bright and beautitu! 

With step of grace, and eye of flame, 
And tone and look most sweetiy blent 

To make her presence eloquent, 
Oh then | look'd for tears. We stood 

Before the scene of Calvary,— 

I saw the piercing spear, the blood— 
The gall—the writhe of agony— 

I saw his quivering lips in prayer, 

* Father forgive them”—all was there. 
[ turn’d in bitterness of soul 

Aad spoke of Jesus. I had thought 
Her feelings would refuse eontrol ; 

For woman's heart, I knew, was fraught 
With gushing sympathies. She gaz‘d 

A moment on it carelessly, 
And coldly curl’d her lip, and prais’d 

The high priest's garment! Could it be 

That look was meant, dear Lord, for thee * 


Oh what is woman—what her smile— 
Her lips of love—her eyes of light— 
What is she, if her lips revile 
The lowly Jesus? Love may write 
His name upon her marble brow, 
And linger in her curls of jet— 
The light spring flower may scarcely bow 
Beneath her step, and yet—and yet— 
Without that meeker grace, she'll be 
A lighter thing than vanity. 
Roy. 








OUR NEIGHBOR. 


-We learn from the parable of the good Samaritan, that 
we ought te account every man our neighbor, though « 
stranger, an enemy, a sinner, or one of a differem sect 
and persuasion. Let him be what he will, he is a human 
creature ; and as such, he is entitle? to humanity md 
courtesy in commun mtercourse, to direction and instrec 
tion, if he asks it and stands in need of it, and to relicf 
and assistance if he is in distress. ‘Thus we are to jearo, 
that no difference of nation or religion, no distinction of 
party, nor division of interests or atoodent, should ever 
restrain us from owning one as our neighbor, whom we are 
capable of serving in a neighborly way, by any kind offi- 
ces whatsoever.— Biblicul Reader. 


DOCTOR RODGERS. 

"£ One morning, (says his biographer,) Dr. Rodgers, at- 
tended by an officer of bis church, cated mm his soliening 
tour, at the house of an exceilent woman, a widow, who 
had recently lost by death a pious and beloved daughter. 
As her cirouwsiagces were narrow, litle was expected 
from her. Indeed they called upon her chiefly to shew 
their respect, and to avoid the imputation of either forget- 
ting her person, or despising her mite. ‘To their great sur- 
prise, however, wheu their errand was made known, she 
presented to them, with much promptuess and cordiality, 
a sum, which for her was very large; so large, indeed, 
that they felt and expressed some scruples about accept- 
ing it. She immediately pat an end to their scruples hy 
saying, with much feeling and decision—‘ You must take 
it all. Thad laid it up asa portion for my daughter; and 
I am deterauned that He whe has my daughter shall have 
her portion too.’ " 
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